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In this issue: 


Low frequencies! 
DX’ing with Cumbre! 
40 Miles From Nowhere! 
Yoga Records! 
Media Obscurities! 
And fiction by William Jackson! 


Why Radio is Still Relevant 


The goal of Paper Radio is to help readers connect and reconnect with 
radio. Unlike other mediums, radio sparks the imagination, it paints 
scenes with sound, it can be dreamlike or crystal clear, and is as intimate 
as talking with friends in your living room. For forty years, corporate 
owners of radio stations have been killing the very media they have 
bought by feeding their audience with the same old same old — shock 
jocks, raving right-wing zealots, patriotic “country” music, the same top 
ten songs by whoever, and a total lack of useful news, or music by real 
People like your neighbors. You can travel coast to coast and never hear 
any local music on the radio, unless by chance you venture into the 
occasional college or community radio territory along the way. Or ... hear 
a pirate broadcast ... which requires being at the right place at the right- 
time on the right frequency. 


Why pirate radio rings for freedom 


Pirates say no to government regulation or even the authority of 

any government to control the airwaves. Pirates have a vision, a voice 
to share, know the magic of pushing back the walls between listener 
and broadcaster. Pirates usually want to explore something new and 
different, to let their creativity reign. Pirate radio is an artform. Pirate 
radio says “let’s get real”. 


Why shortwave radio matters 


Signals that travel on shortwave frequencies can not be regulated by 
political boundaries. A government might be able to turn off an internet 
content provider, but shutting down a transmitter from another geo- 
political location is unlikely to happen. International freedom of speech 
is essential for a culture of democracy to flourish. Often you can hear 
actual news on shortwave, uncensored, that goes unreported in the 
mainstream press / media. Information broadcast on shortwave is less 
likely to be censored. 


From the mixed up files of DJ Frederick 


Welcome back folks for the next installment of Paper Radio fka 
Signals! This zine is about finding magic in the airwaves & creating / 
celebrating / media that matters for ourselves and our communities. 
Paper Radio has its roots as a “fanzine” series that focused primarily 
on shortwave and pirate radio, and has evolved from there. 


I’m sending out my heartfelt thanks to everyone who has supported 
this zine effort over the years. Radio as I knew it is almost dead. There 
are pockets of resistance throughout the world but overall, people are 
turning away from broadcast airwaves as a medium and embracing 
podcasts and internet radio. There’s nothing wrong with either — other 
than in the true sense of the word it is narrowcasting, not broadcasting. 
Broadcasting is being abandoned quicker than the Marie Celeste. 


College radio stations, which are the last bastions of freeform music 
and freedom of speech on the radio dial, have been systematically 
assailed in the past few years and more and more stations are either 
becoming silent (due to lack of funding) or selling off their frequency 
rights to either NPR for more of Same Things Considered or to 
religious godcasters. Right here in my neighborhood, New England 
College station WNEC 91.7 in Henniker NH has gone silent after 40 
amazing years on the air — with no word of explanation to the public 
from the college. WNEC has hosted some enthusiastic DJs and shows 
over the years —- indie music with Kristin Westhoven, Blues with CB 
Roy & Delta Dawn, and just about everything with Chip Colcord ... 
music that wasn’t heard anywhere else on any radio station in Cow 
Hampshire. Losses like this are being felt all over the country. The sad 
danger is the pasteurized homogenized tripe that is replacing what 
used to be adventurous, sonic fun. 


What This Paper Radio Zine Is About: 

e Making our own media 

e Forms of radio like shortwave / AM / FM / internet / pirate 
e Forgotten media — succumbing to the rush of technology 

e Creativity 


e Passion 


Other topics to be revealed. Life is a journey! 


Public Apology Time 


Ye Olde Pirate DJ here appropriated the graphics via Google from 
paperradio.net for the cover of issue #6 without permission. | 
appreciate Jon Tjhia bringing this to my attention. When I decided 
upon renaming Signals, I knew that Paper Radio wasn’t a unique name 
or title (though I thought it was a little more distinctive than 
‘Signals’), but didn’t know anything about paperradio.net. Upon 
deeper investigation I learned that there is some seriously creative 
audio work going on - both fiction and non-fiction — via 
paperradio.net and next time you’re near a computer [| highly 
recommend listening to their productions. 


Now on with the zine! ... 


Dead media walking? "Obsolete" communications 
systems live on by Matthew Lasar 


Spend any amount of time perusing the blogosphere and 
you'll quickly notice that tech bloggers /ove to write obituaries. 


Just search for "is dead" with your favorite technology 
appended; you'll learn that broadcast television is dead, cable 
TV is dead, radio is dead, Unix is dead, Java is dead, fax 
machines are dead, and Windows is dead. 


Why stop there? The computer is dead. The Web is dead. 
The Internet is dead! What a massacre! 


But technologies don't always cooperate with their epitaphs. 
Some folks don't get the memo and just keep using obsolete 
gear. Some tech ends up serving niche functions. Or devices 
are put to purposes beyond their original design. Consider, 
for instance, the telegram. 


Telegrams 


Good grief, who sends telegrams any more in this age of broadband? 
Even Sri Lanka is scrapping its colonial era telegraph system. That 
country's Postal Ministry looked at the costs and decided that they 
just weren't worth the benefit any longer. The government agency 
was charging three rupees (less than a US penny) for a ten-word 
telegram, but it cost the post office 250 rupees to send the telegram. 


"Telegrams have competition from e-mail, courier, and SMS (short 
message services) on mobile phones," a Sri Lankan official observed. 


Here in the United States, Western Union ended hand courier tele- 
gram service in February of 2006. But not Canada. Telegrams Canada 
is still in business. 


"Send your greetings, condolences, or any important message by 
telegram," the company proclaims. "Use our same/next business day 
service to many cities in Canada and worldwide, or our economical 
MailGram delivery by post. You'll see why even after 160 years, tele- 
grams never go out of style!" 


Few people send out messages via Morse code any more. But the 
basic telegram concept—a missive spoken to an operator, then trans- 
mitted across wires or wireless, then hand-delivered to a recipient—is 
alive and well. 


In fact, as in the nineteenth century, Telegrams Canada will write 
your telegram for you—or at least suggest gram language for 
appropriate occasions. The "Get Well” suggestions include "The office 
(or this place) is just not the same without you," and "Your many 
friends here are hoping for your quick recovery." 


The service isn't cheap. A same business day telegram costs 
CAN$19.95 plus 99¢ per word. "Quebec usually next business day,” 
the company advises. "Rural routes and post office boxes may take 
longer." 


Ditto for the United Kingdom's Telegrams Online and Japan's NTT 
telecommunications company. Last year, the former sent 2 million 
telegrams across the UK (we were particularly impressed with 

the love telegrams). Subscribers to NTT's East Group can just dial 
"115" from 8am to 10pm, 365 days of a year. And consumers who 
want to order "fixed message urgent" grams (especially to ships) can 
buy them via a toll free number. 


Teleprinters and telex systems 


Teleprinters are automatic typewriters connected to phone lines. 

For seventy years, they operated in the service of telex systems— 
switched networks that allowed individual nodes within the matrix to 
send long typewritten messages to each other. Telex networks came 
into their own in the 1930s, starting in the United Kingdom and 
central Europe. They quickly spread around the world. 


With the advent of fax machines and the Internet, most telex 
systems have disappeared. But radio telex is still used on ships to 
comply with the international Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System (GMDSS). And various telex formats are still offered by 
government embassies in Africa, along with fax and e-mail addresses. 


When I think of telex machines, I'm reminded of one of the most 
romantic moments of the Cold War. It was 1946 and the US Treasury 
Department was puzzled as to why the Soviet Union was being so 
obstinate about the World Bank, agreed to at the Bretton Woods 
conference held two years earlier. 


To find out, an obscure Treasury Department functionary sent a telex 
message to George F. Kennan, a staffer at the American Embassy in 
Moscow, asking for an explanation. Kennan, who had witnessed the 
horrendous Stalinist purges of the 1930s, had given this question 
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a little more thought than his superiors knew. 


"The [Treasury] official could never have anticipated the page-upon- 
page response which clattered into the State Department telex room 
on the afternoon of February 22, 1946," explained one of Kennan's 
obituaries. 


That noted, titled "The Sources of Soviet Conduct," is remembered as 
the "Long Telegram." Published in Foreign Affairs magazine the next 
year under the moniker "Mr. X," it urged the US government to adopt 
a strategy of "containing" the USSR at "a series of constantly shifting 
geographical and political points." 


And that's pretty much how it went--40 years of history, dictated 
from a telex. 


Despite broadband, mobile phones, and VoIP, amateur radio trans- 
mission is alive and well in the USA. "Ham radio" users communicate 
with each other via two-way devices using FCC-allocated amateur 
frequencies. These frequencies start just above the AM radio band 
and go way up into the microwave zones (275 GHz). 


How many licensed Ham radio operators are there in the USA? At 
present, no less than 739,526. That's an increase of over 6,000 users 
since a year ago, when the total came to 733,267. 


The FCC issues Ham licenses in three broad classes: Technician, 
General, and Extra. All three require the passage of an exam. The 
first ("Technician") is an entry level class. The second gives users 
access to global high frequency spectrum. The last gives applicants 
the right to transmit across all amateur licenses. There are 126,991 
Extra license holders in the US and 359,000 Technicians. 


Some amateur radio aficionados still use Morse code, but it's no 
longer required for participation. Although Ham radio is a great 
hobby, in rural areas, Hams still play an indispensable role in public 
safety, often assisting fire, police, and medical personnel during 
emergencies. 


The last time anybody checked (which was a decade ago), there were 
almost three million amateur radio operators worldwide. 


AM radio/short wave radio 


Speaking of “last times," when I previously wrote about AM radio, 
I received numerous comments like this: 


"I don't see any reason to prop up AM radio. Let it die and transfer 
that bandwidth to some other services... Just because something 
used to be useful doesn't mean we need to keep it up after develop- 
ing different services that surpass it." 


And: "Can't AM frequencies be used for something more useful? 
Why phase out analog broadcast TV but keep something even more 
primitive around?" 


Well, as "primitive" as amplitude modulated radio may appear to 
some—it's still here. And while the technology isn't gaining many 
new converts, AM remains a widely listened to service in the United 
States. In December of 1990 the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion counted 4,987 licensed AM stations. Twenty years later, in 
December of 2010, the FCC counted close to the same number: 
4,790. News/talk radio glommed onto AM in the 1970s as music 
listeners migrated to better sounding FM. AM frequencies are cheaper 
to buy than FM outlets, and in rural and poor urban areas they some- 
times serve as community radio stations. 


Radio is the classic example of a technology that was supposed to die 
and didn't. In the late 1940s, the experts predicted its collapse with 
the advent of television, but instead AM/FM hopped inside the auto- 
mobiles of millions of commuters. The smart money keeps saying 
that the Internet is coming to your car. That's got to be true. But 
until auto broadband access gets easier and cheaper, millions of com- 
muters will continue to access their news-talk fix from AM. 


As for international short wave radio, the Dutch government dealt it a 
blow this year with the announcement that, as part of an austerity 
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plan, it would cut the budget of Radio Netherlands Worldwide. RWW 
will no longer function as the voice of the Netherlands in the style of 
Voice of America and similar services. 


"Radio Netherlands Worldwide will limit itself to one role, promoting 
free speech," Prime Minister Mark Rutte explained. "I think the other 
tasks RNW performs are nice, valuable, but not enough to finance 
them with public money.” 


The Netherlands isn't the only government making this move. BBC 
World Service is cutting back by around 25 percent, as is Radio 
France International, Deutsche Welle, and even the Voice of America. 
As for Radio Australia, the service is shifting its stream to the web. 
But it's hard to imagine that shortwave will disappear. Shortwave 
radio literally bounces comparatively short electromagnetic waves 
(200 meters or less) off the ionosphere. The technology represents 
a powerful means of sending information or propaganda around the 
world, which is why the Ethiopian government blocked shortwave 
broadcasts in April. As the RNW announcement suggests, shortwave 
is a free speech tool that won't go away any time soon. 


E 
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LISTENING TO SHORTWAVE «© OXING WITH 
CUMBRE BY MARTE LAMB 


The idea for the DXing with Cumbre program came about in late 1995. 
World Harvest Radio needed a new DX program, and Joe Brashier of 
WHER had noticed what was then called the "Jihad DX" e-mail shortwave 
newsletter. Joe asked Hans Johnson about the possibility of a DX show 
based on what was in the newsletter. Hans is not a broadcaster, but I am 
one, so he and the team at the newsletter asked me to do the show. We 
started the show at the beginning of 1996, and it has been running ever 
since. 


As for the name, the original newsletter name of "Jihad DX" was Hans’ 
creation. Hans, who speaks Arabic, meant the name "jihad" in the sense 
of "supreme effort," since the name can have several meanings. How- 
ever, as a World Harvest Radio staff member from the Middle East 
pointed out, the original name is usually seen by Westerners in the sense 
of "holy war," and so WHR suggested changing to a name that would 
not be misconstrued. Thus, the newsletter's name was changed to 
"Cumbre DX." "Cumbre" is a Spanish word meaning "top" or "pinnacle", 
and in fact, Cumbre DX's web page for many years had a graphic show- 
ing Latin American people walking along a road with a high mountain 
behind them. That's where the "DXing with Cumbre" name is from, from 
the connection with Cumbre DX in its e-zine/newsletter form. 


I should add that Cumbre DX is still very much around, but for a few 
years, it has been in the form of a listserv instead of an e-zine/ 
newsletter. I use some information from the listserv and some from 
other sources. Anyone who would like to participate in the listserv may 
go to the Cumbre website, which is at http:/ /www.cumbredx.net. Once 
there, just look for the appropriate links and sign up. 
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The broadcast schedule for DXing with Cumbre varies, since it is carried 
for free on World Harvest Radio in spots where they don't have paid 
programming. That is why the broadcast times change fairly often. 

The schedule may be found by going to http://www.whr.org and 
searching for the show by title or by my name, Marie Lamb. 


DXing with Cumbre is available for free via iTunes, and a number of 
people now subscribe to it that way. To get new shows as they become 
available, you can get the iTunes software for free at 

http:/ /www.itunes.com. Once one has the iTunes software, you 

can find the program by title, or you can look for it in the hobby podcast 
section. 


To send reception reports for hearing the program on shortwave, one 
may use this address; no return postage is necessary. 


World Harvest Radio 
POF Box 12 
South Bend IN 46624 U.S.A. 


World Harvest Radio will also accept reports sent through their website 
at http://www.wht.org. 


When people hear a typical Cumbre show, it usually starts with infor- 
mation from the Cumbre Dx list, from the Media Network blog (Andy 
Sennitt and Radio Netherlands allow the use of their material as long as 
it's credited), and from other sources. Sometimes, I'll include audio that 
is sent by listeners, usually as mp3 files. That is usually followed by a 
weekly recorded feature from Chris Lobdell, who reports about pirate 
radio. Chris usually has loggings of pirate stations that listeners have 
heard, and then has audio of pirate stations. 


Once a month, I have a recorded feature from Bob Padula and the 
Electronic DX Press (EDXP) in Australia. Bob has decades of experience 
in engineering and as a professional monitor. He'll typically include 

e results of his monitoring in the Melbourne, Australia area; results from 
DXpeditions he does Down Under; and information he gets from 
various stations and other sources. Although I don't get to listen to 
shortwave as often as I used to due to my own work in public broadcast- 
ing, there are some stations I like when I get a chance to tune in. They 
include the BBC, VOA, Radio Australia, and tropical band stations, al- 
though of course I have also heard many others over the years 


There are several ways to reach me if you have information for the 
show. A lot of people now reach me through Facebook. If you're 

a Facebook member, you can find me at https:/ /www.facebook.com/ 
marie.lamb2; if you send a friend request, make sure to let me know that 
you're a Cumbre listener. Also, I have an e-mail address through 
Cumbre DX at malamb@cumbredx.net. Although I don't take reception 
reports, if you have other mail for me, it may be sent to Marie Lamb 

c/o WCNY Classic FM, P.O. Box 2400, Syracuse NY 13220-2400, U.S.A 


WHAT ABOUT LISTENING TO LONGWAVE???? 
SOMETHING COMPLETELY OIFFERENT-AN 
INTERVIEW WITH KEVIN GAREY 


DJ Frederick: How does one hear longwave signals (since most people 
only have AM/FM radios?) 


Kevin: It is true that the lowest frequency to which most people ever tune 
to is 530 kHz on their car's AM radio dial. The mystique of going lower in 
the band is what drove me to explore longwave. There are two common 
routes to getting on the band - either with a converter, which shifts the 
longwave band to a frequency range that can be tuned by a shortwave 
receiver (such as 3.5 - 4.0 MHz), or a dedicated receiver that covers 
longwave. In recent years, most communications receivers have in- 
cluded longwave coverage down to at least 150 kHz, with some going 
much lower. If beacons are your thing, a tuning range of 190 to 530 kHz 
would be ideal, and this would also cover the longwave broadcast band 
used in many parts of the world. 


DJ Frederick: What are beacon stations, what is their function, who 
operates beacons? 


Kevin: Beacons act as "electronic lighthouses” for aviators. They provide 
a steady signal at a known (published) location, which pilots can home in 
on with automatic direction finding (ADF) equipment aboard their planes. 
Beacons are not as widely used today as they once were. This is mainly 
due to the array of more advanced systems that are currently available, 
but beacons do remain an option for backup or supplemental navigation. 
At one time mariners also depended on a network of beacon stations 
operated by the U.S. Coast Guard, but these were shut down many 
years ago. A ship could still use a signal from an AM broadcast station 
or even one of the aviation beacons, but this is not widely practiced 
today. Many feel it is only a matter of time before the aviation beacons 
are also decommissioned. Log them while you can! 
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DJ Frederick: Could you explain “natural radio” which is way down at 
the very bottom of the “radio spectrum”? How was it discovered, how do 
people hear it, and what can be heard? 


Kevin: Natural Radio (NR) is indeed at the rock bottom end of the radio 
spectrum--from about 20 kHz and down. It can include such intriguing 
sounds such as Whistlers, Tweeks, Dawn Chorus, and Sferics. NR sig- 
nals are believed to occur due to an interaction between Lightning and 
the Earth's magnetic field. When solar energy blasts the magnetic field, 
Natural Radio activity can be especially high for some period afterward. 


The first discovery of Natural Radio's effects may have preceded the 
development of man-made radio! Telegraph systems of the 1800s would 
sometimes "hang up" or act erratically during periods of Northern Light 
activity. This was probably the result of Natural Radio energy activating 
sensitive telegraph circuits. WWI soldiers may have been the first to 
actually hear Whistlers when using field telephone sets connected to 
long wires stretched along the ground. German physicist Heinrich Bark- 
hausen investigated the cause of these sounds, and when they couldn't 
be duplicated in a lab setting, determined that they were of natural 
origin. Whistlers were not well understood until at least the 1950s, but 
his early work started the quest to understand them. 


Commercial sources for NR gear are few, but the circuits are fairly sim- 
ple, so many listeners opt to build their own gear. Most designs consist 
of little more than a high gain audio amplifier connected to an antenna, 
often just a short telescoping whip. Better NR circuits include some RF 
filtering to minimize 60 Hz hum, which is prevalent in any developed 
area due to power lines. An online search for "Natural Radio” will lead to 
many options for building a set, and a few commercial options. One of 
my favorite, and most simple homebrew designs, can be found by 
searching for "BBB-4" which stands for Bare Bones Basic, version 4. 
This circuit was developed by Stephen P. McGreevy, a noted researcher 
and recording specialist in the field of Natural Radio. 
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DJ Frederick: What are LOWfers MEDfers & Hifers? What frequencies 
do they broadcast on and what are their signals intended for? 


Kevin: The term "LOWFERS" is said to be a creation of Ken Cornell, W2IMB 
(silent key). It is an acronym for "Low Frequency Experimental Radio Station" 
and refers to the hardy souls who set up 1-watt license-free (Part 15) transmit- 
ters in the 160-190 kHz band. Ken did a lot to promote this band from the early 
1970s on, with his articles and publication of his book, The Low and Medium 
Frequency Radio Scrapbook. The 160-190 kHz band remains the most com- 
monly used part of the LF spectrum for experimental work in North America, 
with devotees trying for farther and farther distances with their home brew gear. 
More recently, the term LOWFER has been applied loosely to include anyone 
who tunes the lower reaches of the radio spectrum--whether as a listener or a 
transmitting experimenter. A true LOWFER, however, is someone who actually 
puts a signal out on the air. 


MEDFER is an extension of the term, and it applies to folks who experiment in 
the medium frequency part of the spectrum, typically inside the AM broadcast 
band. In this range, license-free operation is permitted at a power level of 100 
mW and with a 10' antenna. Traditionally, MEDFER experimenters have clus- 
tered around the bottom and top edges of the AM broadcast band, looking for a 
"hole" in which high powered stations will not be a major impediment to DX. 
Some amazing distances have been achieved by MEDFERS. 


HIFERS are experimenters who use slivers of license-free spectrum in the High 
Frequency (HF) part of the band. One of the most commonly used is the 
13.553-13.567 MHz band (22 meters), where extremely low power transmitters 
(about 2 mW) are allowed using simple antennas. Despite these limitations the 
band sometimes permits great distances to be covered via skip propagation. 
The spectrum is adjacent to the 20-meter ham band, one of the most prized for 
DX propagation. For Canadian experimenters, there is another license-free 
spectrum available just under 7 MHz. It is not as heavily used as 22 meters, but 
can also provide some interesting propagation. Here again, HIFERS are simply 
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simply trying to achieve maximum communications range using their low 
powered equipment. An excellent place to learn more about all of these 
experimental bands is to visit the website of the Longwave Club of 
America (LWCA) website at www.lwca.org 


DJ Frederick: | have a question that | have always been curious about 
(and readers might be as well) ... maybe you know the answer ... In 
Europe there are longwave broadcast stations ... is there any reason 
why there are no longwave broadcast stations (that | am aware of) in 
North America? 


This is an excellent question, and one | don't think I've been asked 
before. I'm not certain what the reason is, but | will offer couple of 
theories... 


In the US, use of the longwave band from about 200 to 400 kHz devel- 
oped rather quickly for navigation beacons beginning in the late 1920s. 
This may have helped limit other operations, such as broadcast, from 
taking root in this part of the spectrum. The military, of course, was al- 
ready making heavy use of the band for their own purposes, as well. At 
one time, it was believed that the longer the wavelength, the longer the 
communication range, and perhaps there was a desire in the US to re- 
serve these "premium" frequencies for critical services, while giving en- 
tertainment radio a somewhat higher set of frequencies. Another reason 
may have to do with propagation as it relates to geography. In Europe, 
there are many countries grouped tightly together, and there was/is a 
desire to cover several of them simultaneously. Longwave's ground- 
hugging characteristics are ideal for this task. If readers have other ideas 
on why LW broadcast never developed in the US, | would enjoy hearing 
from them. | can be reached at woh2qmy@arrl.net. 


DJ Frederick is very grateful for this detailed interview regarding one of 
radio’s most intriguing frequencies and phenomena. 

Kevin Carey is the author of Listening to Longwave available from 
Universal-Radio.com. 


19 


40 Watts from Nowhere: A Journey into Pirate Radio. 
A book review by Jon Colcord 


Author: Sue Carpenter Publisher: Scribner 
ISBN: 0743229886 


40 Watts From Nowhere is a human interest story where the pro- 
tagonist loses the game, but still gets a lovely consolation prize- the ex- 
perience of having created a thriving community. A loyal following con- 
sisting of the media, musicians, and like-minded individuals, simply by 
providing music to a small core of ravenous music lovers. The only prob- 
lem? It was against the law. The FCC caught up with ‘Paige Jarrett’ and 
put a stop to her unauthorized distribution of free music. No, this is not 
the story of yet another copyright infringing youth downloading music 
for free from the internet. This is the unusual success story of low- 
power, Pirate Radio in one of America’s largest cities- Los Angeles. 


In an attempt at curbing the boredom of a 9 to 5 job as a receptionist, 
Sue Carpenter decided to purchase a small transmitter and set up shop 
in her apartment, eventually enlisting a small army of 25 or so volunteer 
disc jockeys playing everything from folk to punk. Pirate radio, notorious 
for broadcasting radical fringe political views is an unusual forum for 
music Carpenter discovered as she enlisted the help of many of the 
radio underground’s key players for technical advice. 


For nearly 3 years, KBLT (yes, named for the sandwich), operated 
freely, almost so publicly that it would enlist artists such as Mazzy Star 
for a benefit concert, host Red Hot Chili Peppers for an in-studio im- 
promptu performance, and even gain the services of punk rock legend 
Mike Watt to do his own KBLT radio program. 
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Eventually, this cavalier attitude and a more powerful antenna location 
would spell KBLT’s demise, being shut down permanently by the FCC. 


This story will delight anyone, such as myself who have worked in radio 
outside of the commercial realm. People who understand the power of 
music on its own terms, without playlists and big money commercial 
programming or rules. KBLT had the spirit of good College Radio, only 
without the college to go along with it. Anybody who lives on the left 
end of the dial will understand. Should anyone but the people them- 
selves own the airwaves? In a country that brags of free speech, it’s an 
interesting question... 


YOGA RECORDS REVIEW 
BY OJ FREDERICK 


Here’s wnere Paper Radio really morphs into a fanzine. 


Beginning in tne 1960’s, recording technology became 
more accesSible to regular musicians. Music was every- 
where, a prelude to tne dawning of tne Age of Aquarius. 
Recording studios Sprung up across tne land like musn- 
rooms. Some records were made simply for tne joy of 
making muSic, or to sell at small gigs in coffeenouses, 
lounges, churcheS, and music festivals. Tne creativity 
that infused this era was real and tangible. Revolu- 
tion wasS at hand and muSic was its soundtrack. 
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Okay, maybe this is a total fantasy, but I like to tnink 
tnat tne culture, for a nandful of years, Was moving in 
a nealtny direction toward boundless levels of original 
expression and freedom. In that environment, the pre- 
Regan era, some extraordinary music was created that 
mysteriously faded into obscurity instead of washing 
into tne ears, minds and consciousness of an eager 
audience. 


Fast forward a few decades & enter Pouglas Mcgowan 
and Yoga Records — niS project that unearths Scarce lp 
and cassette releases and resurrects tnem for tne digi- 
tal age. Touglas nas released mpdSs Via tne website 
Otner Music Pigital, and phySical cds and lps from 
artists Who mignt have sold, or given away, a few 
nundred copies of tneir records back in the day. 


Here are some notable recordings from Yoga Records: 
Carl Hakansson - Candles Glow 


Hakansson recorded nis deput LP in 1979 ina farm- 
nouse near Littleton NH. He dedicated it to the memory 
of nis wife Maria, Wno died in a car accident snortly 
pefore tneir first anniversary. Tnis unassuming, 
mellow album sounds Vibrates witn life. Tnere's a sad- 
ness, but it couldn't be described as maudlin. It even 
has its snare of nooks, and at least one track, ‘Morning 
Bird,’ rocks. Hakansson didn't "make it technically 
fancy or muSically flasny to sell more albums." He 
designed tne record, Which WaS pressed in an edition of 
just 500, to nave lasting integrity, and ne clearly suc- 
ceeded. It's an album that snould appeal to fans of 


pat 


Ted Lucas, Nick Prake, and Micnael Hurley. 


Will & James Ragar 


Here's a lost 1980 private press classie from protners Will 
& James Ragar, also known as tne Will-James Tuo. Tnis is 
one for everyone Who gets What's good about Robert Lester 
Folsom, Jeff Eubank, and Les Moore -- all soutnern artists 
keeping their machismo in check, Wnose muSic seems to be 
very much about wnat it means to be a man in tne topsy 
turvy modern world. Aaron Milenski says it well in tne new 
edition of Tne Acid Archives: "This private press is kind of 
a late discovery, but quickly became a hot item among soft 
rock collectors. Like much of tne genre, it haS harmony Sing- 
ing and a lot of acoustic guitars, but it's not exactly 
folky... much more eSoteric than usual... nimbly played, struc- 
turally creative... a smooth late-night mood... this is a strong 
album." 


Pat Wells - Hometown Lady 


Pat Wells wasn't looking for a career. Tnere was tniS rich 
guy With Sail Records, a Vanity label ne started in 1976 to 
put out nis mediocre, self-titled SSW album. Ne decided ne 
wanted to keep tne label going and prove it to be more thana 
Vanity deal, started looking for talent, and quickly found 
Wells. He gave ner a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to work 
Witn Boston's pest session players, and in return got a pol- 
isned, WortnwWhile addition to the Sail Records catalog, an- 
otner record that went absolutely nownere. (There would be 
one more release on Sail, and that too went nownere.) 
Wells’ subtly-incorrect, lazy-seeming, discretely sexy 
Vocals contrast with tne polisned, often jazzy backing. Her 
unabasnedly sentimental, nostalgic sentiments about 
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New England conjure images tnat will be immediately clear 
to anyone wno's ever lived nere. Tne boilerplate S&W album 
title is actually specific; Wells said it's apout "nature, my 
small town background, the seasons, different people I nave 
known." 


Jeff Pekarek — To Each Tneir Own 


Jeff Pexarek & friends started off 1992 by recording tnis 
LP in eight nours on January Cnd. Those were tne days wnen 
engineers, producers and muSicians used less digital 
Wizardry and more sweat equity. (Okay, having written that 
sentence, despite tne weird language and tne existence of 
Mike Oldfield, I'm going to let tne statement stand ;-) To Eaen 
Their Own starts off with a gorgeous guitar tune (Sunrise) 
then segues into wnat sounds like a Billy Bragg inspired sea 
Snanty (Blow Ye Winds). Tnere's traditional music With cello 
(Levil's Pance / Cuckoo's Nest), a slow sacred music tnemed 
purner (Gate Gate) and more. Coming from otner artists, this 
LP might be seen as disconnected, disjointed, and unfocused 
put Jeff Pekarek's stellar musicianship Shines through and 
unifies To Each Their Own into an adventurous listening 
experience. Tucked away toward tne end of tne LP is one 

of tne most peautiful guitar pieces I've neard in eons (Sea 
Urenin). 


Pat Gatti — Someone Somewnere 


Listening to Pat Gatti'’s Someone ... Somewnere (1975) wnile 
driving to tne radio station yesterday, tears welled in my 
eyes. Right from tne start, tne title track resonated and €ch- 
oed in my neart. It was like nearing tne comforting words and 
melodies of Jonn Tenver, but expressed more soulfully. 
Gatti's songs range tnrough tne emotions of love and grief, 
meeting and parting, and distance ... and then ne illuminates 
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TO EACK THEIR OWN 


With guitar instrumentals 

like Estudio Obbligato tnat 
are so well crafted and nu- 
anced that one can not nelp 
but to stop everything and 

simply listen. 


JEFF PEKAREK 


I understand that Pat Gatti played the nightclub circuit for a living, with its smoke filled 
stages and loud, inattentive crowds. Its almost impossible to listen to this music and not 
be taken on a journey. 


If you are a music lover and/or an 
adventurous soul ... I invite you to 
seek out some of this music. This is 
not commercial crap .... these re- 
cords were produced from deep in 
the heart. These and more essential 
recordings are available at 
yogarecords.com. 


AIR SAMPLE #6 
fiction by William Jackson 


Salome’s mother said, “I don’t believe in miracles; I’ve seen too many 
of them.” And yet one happened this morning: without any help from saviors or 
charlatans, thousands of emotional cripples picked up their laptops and walked. 
They trudged an invisible line, leading to another day of quiet, self-mutilation. 
Not that much different from the drunken bums lost in their bottle, shifting back 
and forth between idle observation and random insight. 


“It’s a wonder I even got up this morning; I swear I hit the snooze but- 
ton fifty times.” 

“No it isn’t. Your subconscious knew you had to get up if you want to 
keep living in that house you can’t afford.” 

“Maybe. And also because I’m deadly afraid of being who I really am 
inside, a no-good, drunken loser.” 

“Bullshit. You are what you put up with.” 


Subway stairwells eject hordes of two-legged pawns pretending the 
match isn’t lost, that if they only think far enough ahead, they can still force a 
draw. Their faith is bolstered by regular visits to our houses of worship: K-Mart, 
Wal-Mart, or Bed, Bath, and Beyond. 


“ .. you’re tuned to WXBG, 103.7 FM. Next up, Anoreski’s Concerto 
for Melancholy Mannequins, opus 54...” 


A lawyer with high forehead and thin moustache stares at his fountain 
pen’s extra-fine nib, carefully selecting which words will drip out. However 
most of the time he wonders whether his life is only a dream, or else a second- 
rate movie, one without camera or film, let alone a director. 
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“Watch out!” 
“What?” 
“That open manhole.” 


“Relax, we’re practically immortal, thanks to the gods of Mindless 
Habit.” 


Sooner or later you get hit by a taxi or swallowed up by a crack in the 
sidewalk, despite all the pills for insomnia, depression, and erectile dysfunction. 
Not that anyone here’s bound for glory, just a yearly trip to the beach, where 
you can play in the sand and suck your thumb. 


““,. and in baseball, the Braggarts lost another close one to the Pukers, 
as ace pitcher Steve Rheingold walked home the winning run in the bases- 
loaded ninth. Although Rheingold has repeatedly denied the allegations of rape 
and cocaine abuse leveled at him, the whole mess has apparently affected his 
concentration...” 


An immigrant nanny pushes a double baby stroller to the park. This is 
the exclusive neighborhood where man and wife rake in the bucks so their kids 
can be raised by strangers. 


“T can’t decide for certain whether this is all a dream or just a second- 
rate art house movie.” 

“Who cares— either way we’re being put through the mill until we’re 
scattered like coffee grounds in the wind.” 


Barflies use the men’s room wall to write their book of proverbs: 
“Abandon hope all ye who enter here.” “Back in five minutes... Godot.” “State 
law requires even innocent employees to wash the blood from their 
hands.” (The only window is sealed shut to keep out another doubt, and the 
sound of cicadas winding their metronomes.) 


““.. your time is nine-o-seven, and our temperature at the airport is 
forty-one degrees, going up to a high this afternoon of fifty. Now back to 
news... An exhaustive study by the National Research Institute of Inexplicable 
Behavior states that every three-and-a-half seconds a woman is raped, a child 
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dies of hunger, someone contracts AIDS, and a journalism major graduates 
summa cum laude...” 


And there’s no Pause, Stop, or Rewind button. In a flash you’re at the 
end of your rope, unable to remember grade school prayers, reciting the fine 
print off an old credit card statement. 


“Took at this circus: cops, johns, dealers, and streetwalkers openly ex- 
changing favors. Whatever happened to the Day of Reckoning?” 
“You file your appeal in the dead of night.” 


A perfect balance of form and content would reconcile the... Yeah 
right, who the hell am I kidding? 


“traffic on Route 72 East near the Beaumont exit is jammed up be- 
cause of an overturned glue truck, as workers try to clean up the spill. 72 West 
is also slow in that area, due to gaper and sniffer delays...” 


Not even a bad dream or worse movie, just an endless string of silly 
commercials. 


“This tile floor is like some life-size chess board.” 

“Or a timeless grid where we can plot the wrong answers to stupid 
questions.” 

“Then why is that young woman violently flicking her wrist? To dry off 
her hand, or did she burn it?” 

“Neither. She’s shaking out writer’s cramp from scribbling her doctoral 
thesis which will show the proportion of knaves and fools in any given society 
has remained constant over the centuries. They just traded their codpieces for 
jockstraps.” 


Unemployed messenger pigeons scrounge the square for crumbs. 
Seated close together, a young couple search for intimacy, staring at their re- 
flection in each other’s eyes, her legs crossed between his bare knees bouncing 
up and down. 
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“*’.. My husband and I both work demanding, lucrative jobs so that our kids 
can be raised by people we barely understand. That’s why we take Somniate. 
Somniate is a sure-fire way to get the sleep we need so we don’t walk around 
like zombies all day. So if you spend your nights climbing the walls or counting 
your sins instead of basking in the Elysian Fields, try Somniate. Because the 
deeper you sleep, the higher you wake.” 


Waiters at La Jolie Rousse sing a requiem for their biggest tipper, who 
now lies sans napkin, sans menu, about to be a quick snack for Mother Earth. 


““Where’s our Greek chorus?” 
“They went to gather dark olives.” 


A homeless philosopher snores in his cardboard fortress as the usual 
cast of narcs, pimps, and hookers compare exit wounds. On this street Judgment 
Day never shines; it’s always thick, black, permanent night. 


“'.. The following is a test of the Emergency Broadcast System...” 


As other pawns made flesh struggle to think three moves ahead, she 
tries to shake the spasm out of her hand. The dissertation she’s writing won’t 
change the world, but it may get her a job as an adjunct professor. 


“Fate could at least throw us a bone.” 
“To pricks like us?” 
“Hey, all I’m asking for is a silk suit, instead of this wallpaper.” 


Old blind Tiresias is sill around, but can no longer tell the future. He’s 
forced to sell lottery tickets instead of predicting an end to the transit strike or 
explaining why a Greek chorus were deported as “subversives.” To pick up the 
slack, young actors (waiters and barmaids in real life) rehearse scenes from 
Oedipus. 


Ww 
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The man for whom you have ordered hue and cry, the killer of Latus— 
that man is here.” 
“Save our city!” 


Anyway, this zero-sum game is just about over, not that it ever really began. 
Those of us still on the board blame each other, beg Fate for more dough, then turn to 
drugs or Jesus. You’d think by now we would’ve learned, that nothing helps when your 
primary goal is to hide from your conscience. 

“ _.This has been a test of the...” 

“Their coxcombs became our leaders.” 


“ Up next, the five-day forecast...” 


“My condom for a horse!” 


“NO SHOES, NO SOUL, NO SERVICE.” 


REVOLUTION? 


One a day. 
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DJ Frederick thanks: 


William Jackson for exceptional wordcrafting 
Chip Colcord for a great book review 

Lee Widener for being a cool radio & writer dude 
Kevin Carey for bringing us lower on the spectrum 
Marie Lamb for soldiering for shortwave 

Matthew Lasar for resurrecting ‘dead” media (and 
his generous use of this article) 

Joshua at Ms Valerie Park Distro for ongoing and 
much appreciated encouragement 
Paperradionet—give them a listen or five. 

James N. Dawson for sharing & insights 


Shameless self promotion: Projects from DJ 
Frederick: One Minute Zine Reviews zine & blog 
www.zinereviews.blogspot.com 


Radio shows: Thrift Shop, The Village Green: A New 
England Music Sampler, Voice of Middle Earth, 

One Minute Zine Reviews, Mystery Science radio all 
archived at radio4allnet (search for title) 


Please write ... 36 West Main Street 
Warner NH 03278 


Fmail if you must: singinggrove@conknet.com 


The Coming of Radio | 


The Greatest of All Inventions | 


Radio Instruction 
Leaflet, 


Every Metcano boy should poses A 
copy of the new Radio instruction Leafer 
which gives full jostroctions for the con- 
AlrucHon of the Meccung Crystal Hecciving 
Set. it zizo econmtatna a Hist of the néw 
Meccane KRedig parts used in thix con- 
nection 


The Leafict, which 1 beautifvily bthes- 
trated, is mOw In the printets' handa amd 
suppiies will be available within the Mest 
fee days, The price is 9d, post iree. Ovders 
whl) bt executed as soon os the leaflet is 
ready and you are advised to arder your 
copy immediately. 
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Meccano and Wireless. 
SOME USES FOR MECCAND PARTR 

Wo receatly tetcived an inkeresting Jctlet 
from Miss Winidred Nes, Kingswood, near 
lisiztel, who writer '-= 

“JT am delighted to ate thal Meccano 
if bO De used for inaking wirele.2 appara tun. 
1 yenkure to feseribe halPaedozen ways in 
which ] have sren Meccano parts “oe 


SUT FST -—2ee 


with excellent elect in wireless receiving 
acta. 


weet asian 


